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KUTI - 

SpotlightSpotlight

Tribal Citizen & 
Anadarko High school 
Senior, Brayden Lemos, 
is committing to play 
football for Southwestern 
College. Brayden is a 
linebacker that recently 
played in the Blue-Grey 
All-American Bowl on 
December 19th, 2022 at 
the AT&T Stadium in 
Dallas, Texas!

Photo taken of President Deborah Dotson Saturday, July 18, 2020, at the annual General Council meeting

Why A Cherokee Nation 
Delegate To Congress 
Cannot Represent All Tribes
Published 12/15/2022 by Deborah Dotson, Tribal President | Photo by Wesley Boone, Public Relations Officer

The Delaware Nation is a federally 
recognized Native American tribe 
and is a successor in interest to 
the historical Delaware Nation. 
We signed the very first treaty 
between the United States and a 
Native American tribe, the Treaty 
of Fort Pitt, on Sept. 17, 1778. In 
the last article of the treaty, the 
United States recognizes Delaware 
Nation’s sovereignty and promised 
us a delegate in Congress. I am the 
elected president of the Delaware 
Nation, and we would like to 
exercise that treaty right.

The history of the Fort Pitt Treaty 
is central in understanding why 
our tribal leaders demanded a 
delegate to Congress and why 
the United States agreed to our 
demand. In the autumn of 1778, the 
United States dispatched a treaty 
commission to negotiate the first 
treaty with the leaders of Delaware 
Nation. The newly independent 
United States desperately needed 
Native American allies to help 
fight British troops and to safely 
move troops through Delaware 
Nation territory. At the time, the 

British controlled several key 
ports and forts across Delaware 
Nation territory. In addition to safe 
passage, the Delaware Nation gave 
the Continental Army corn, meat, 
horses and other support for the war 
effort. We also provided warriors 
to the United States to assist it in 
its struggle for independence.

The treaty documents this history 
and confirms that our aid was 
of great importance to the peace 
and security of the United States. 
Indeed, for a key period of the 

Revolutionary War, the Delaware 
Nation was a vital power and ally 
to the United States. Without our 
assistance, the war effort might 
have faltered, dramatically altering 
the course of history for the United 
States.

Yet, today Congress is planning 
to seat a delegate from another 
tribe, the Cherokee Nation of 
Oklahoma. That tribe relies on a 
treaty promise from 1835, more 
than five decades after the United 

- Full story on page 8

Delaware Nation Election Committee Official Announcement 
- List of Candidates

By Wesley Boone Public Relations Officer 2/3/2023 | Approved by: Election Committee

LIST OF ELIGIBLE CANDIDATES FOR THE JUNE 17, 2023 ELECTION
Attention Delaware Nation Members: 

The following candidates have been deemed eligible by the Election Committee to run for office

This listing has been approved by the Election Committee 02/03/2023 | Announcement Letters On Page 2

Dear Delaware Nation Citizens,
Pursuant to Article 7 Section 5 of 
the Delaware Nation Constitution, 
and Section 401 K of the Delaware 
Nation Election Ordinance, the 

election of Committee Person 
#2 was canceled as the position 
was unopposed. Michael McLane 
has been officially elected as 
Committee Member #2 without 

opposition. The election of Vice-
President and Secretary will 
continue as planned on Saturday, 
June 17, 2023, from 9:00 A.M. 
to 4:00 P.M. at the Delaware 

Vice-President
• Victoria De La Rosa-Feliciano

• Trinity Guido

Secretary
• Margaret Ann Brower
• Rita French- Carrillo

Committee Person #2
• Michael Mclane (unopposed)

Nation Courtroom within the 
Tribal Complex in Anadarko, OK. 
Absentee ballots will be mailed 
out 30 days prior to the election.
Wanìshi, Delaware Nation 
Election Committee

Continued on Page 3

ELECTION DAY:
 June 17, 2023, from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. at the Delaware 

Nation Courtroom within the Tribal Complex in Anadarko, OK.
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Tribal Secretary Candidate Statement
Rita French-Carrillo

“I am humbled to announce my 
candidacy for the Delaware Nation 
Executive Committee. 

I will be running for Secretary in 
the June 2023 election. 

I am a descendant of Jack Harry 
and Alipahkeyna. My maternal 
grandfather is the late William 
Kirby French Sr, who was a 
Delaware Nation Citizen. My 
maternal grandmother is the late 
Betty Margaret Komardley-French 
who was a proud Apache Nation 
Citizen. My great uncle, the late 
Edgar French Jr, is the brother 
of my grandfather and was an 
honorable Delaware Nation tribal 
leader. Reynolds French is also a 
great uncle and currently holds a 
seat as Committee member #2.

I currently run my own house 
cleaning business and reside in 
Oklahoma City. Because of my 
humble upbringing, I posses 
valuable morals and ethics that I 
believe will benefit the tribe and its 
members in many aspects. Through 
my successful business that I have 
built, along with the support of my 
family, I have proven that I can 
adapt to my surroundings quickly 
and be a major key element into the 
success of any endeavor I set my 
mind to. With the support of my 
fellow tribal members, I would be 
honored and grateful to showcase 
these qualities and abilities in my 
desired role as Secretary. 

With a humble heart, I ask you to 
keep me in mind in the upcoming 
elections.”

DIRTROADGRAPHICSOK.COM
DIRT ROAD GRAPHICS IS YOUR SOLUTION FOR SUPERIOR QUALITY SCREEN 

PRINTING, EMBROIDERY, GRAPHICS, BANNERS, AND MORE!

Vice-President Candidate Statement
Victoria De La Rosa-Feliciano

“Kulamalsi hech (how are you) 
my Lenape People. I would like 
to introduce myself, a candidate 
for the position of Vice-President 
of the Delaware Nation of 
Oklahoma. I am Victoria De La 
Rosa-Feliciano, from the family 
of Tennessee Thomas, and Bessie 
(Hunter) Snake.  Many in my 
family have served in various tribal 
leadership positions since the early 
1970’s and for years predating our 
tribal constitution as respected and 
trusted wisdom keepers.

I experienced a profound calling 
to step forward and give of myself 
to our people.  I am armed with 
knowledge to be a change agent 
in continuing to move our tribal 
business and tribal relations 
progressively in a time of tribal 
empowerment and growth. I have 
built an extensive understanding 
of federal grant compliance 
& management, budgetary 
responsibilities, and grant writing. 
I believe in protecting tribal assets 
through investigating and fiscal 
solvency. My experience with 
federal programs will aid our tribal 
programs in having an experienced 
partner and mediator to enhance 
the work currently taken place 
and continue to move the Nation 
forward. 

I will serve the needs of the whole 
as we are a nation of many without 
borders. My Great Grandmother 
Bessie Hunter Snake and Great 
Grandfather Willie Snake lived a 
life of service to our people and 
ingrained these same values into 
our family, to honor life, culture, 
and family as the Lenape People. I 
look forward to the opportunity to 
serve you, the Lenape People, 

Wanìshi.”

“We are diverse and beautiful 
in our differences and today and 
everyday we live our lives to be 
the best ancestors for the next 
generation.” Abigail Echo-Hawk, 
Pawnee Poet, Artist, Storyteller

Experience
University of Science 
and Arts of Oklahoma, 
Bachelor of Psychology 
(2007)
• Delaware Nation Tax 

Commission Tax Clerk 
(2008 -2009)

• Delaware Nation 
Gaming Commission, 
Compliance Officer 
(2009 - 2014)

• Delaware Nation 
Environmental 
Programs, Air Quality 
Coordinator (2014 - 
2019)

• Fort Sill Apache Tribe, 
Community Health 
Director- (2019-2021)

• Fort Sill Apache 
Housing Authority, 
Executive Director - 
(2021 - Current)

Tribal Secretary Candidate Statement
Margaret Ann Brower

“The Delaware Nation is one of 
the most respected tribal nations in 
western Oklahoma and it has truly 
been a great honor and privilege to 
serve as your Secretary these past 
four years.

My family and I are descendants 
of Black Beaver and have been 
inspired by his great leadership 
to serve our Nation in whatever 
capacity was needed over the 
years.

The tribal nations of the twenty-
first century are not the tribes of 
the past.  Your Nation has been 
fortunate in the past few years 
to have visionary leadership and 
dedicated employees that continue 
to plan for growth and sustainability 

of its Delaware citizens through 
many new programs available 
regardless where they may reside.
The Delaware Nation currently has 
50+ grants that are helping to revive 
our culture, language, provide 
internet, childcare, education and 
various other programs to help a 
wide variety of our citizens’ needs.  

Please review my resume and 
decide what candidate is best 
prepared to continue building 
the future for you and your 
children.  Your vote will be greatly 
appreciated to help me continue 
serving you and our great Nation! 

The power of the General Council 
is through your vote.  Remember, 
Absentee Ballots must be in the 

Anadarko Post Office no later 
than Friday, June 16, 2023.  Local 
voting at the polls will be held on 
Saturday, June 17, 2023 from 9:00 
a.m. through 4:00 p.m.

Please feel free to contact me at 
abrower@DelawareNation-nsn.
gov with questions, concerns or 
ideas to help better the Nation 
for all our citizens.   Your input is 
always appreciated.” 

Broadband 
Internet Subsidy 

Available For 
1,000 Delaware 

Nation Households
Purpose: To subsidize Broadband Internet Service for 
approximately 1,000 Delaware Nation households up 

to the 100% medium income level for two years. A $65 
monthly payment to Tribal households will be dispersed 

in a 6-month payment. With the validation of 3 months of 
paid internet bills, an additional 18-month payment can be 

issued to the same household.

Download application at: 
delawarenation-nsn.gov/broadband-internet-subsidy-

available-for-1000-delaware-nation-households-2/

VOTE FOR EXPERIENCE, 
INTEGRITY, TRANSPARENCY
• Current Secretary of the 

Delaware Nation (2019 to 
present)

• Chairman for the RAED 
Committee (2017-2018)

• Delaware Nation Treasurer 
(2013-2017)

• Chairman of Lenape 
Entertainment (2011-2013)

• Delaware Nation Gaming 
Commissioner (2007-2011)

• Chairman of Delaware Nation 
Tax Commission (1996-2007)

• 24 years Teaching at Anadarko 
High School

• 9 years of Teaching at Riverside 
Indian School

• 
Education
• Bachelor of Science Degree 

in Business with a Minor in 
Accounting, and an additional 
Major in Language Arts

• Masters of Education Degree 
in Secondary School Education

• Masters of Education Degree in 
Secondary School Counseling
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States promised the Delaware 
Nation a congressional delegate. 
Delaware Nation does not support 
seating the Cherokee Nation’s 
delegate, unless Congress seats 
our Delaware delegate first.

A recent House Rules Committee 
informational hearing held on the 
seating of the Cherokee Nation 
delegate failed to reach out to the 
Delaware Nation and denied our 
request to testify at the hearing. 
The hearing resulted in numerous 
media stories about the Cherokee 
Nation delegate. Virtually all the 
stories have ignored the fact that 
the Delaware Nation has a much 
older and stronger treaty promise 
of a congressional delegate.

These stories have skewed the 
narrative and promoted the 
mistaken idea that a Cherokee 
Nation delegate can somehow 
represent the interests of all Native 

American tribes. Today there are 
574 federally recognized tribes. 
Each tribe has a unique history, 
treaties and needs. The idea 
that another tribal delegate can 
represent Delaware Nation falsely 
assumes that all tribes are the same. 
We are not. Delaware Nation does 
not want a delegate from another 
tribe making decisions about us. A 
Cherokee Nation delegate does not 
have intimate knowledge of our 
culture, history or needs. Tribes 
across the country feel the same.

The Cherokee Nation’s alleged 
right to a delegate has been 
described as “unique,” but nothing 
could be further from the truth. 
The Cherokee treaties apply to 
all three successor Cherokee 
tribes: the Cherokee Nation of 
Oklahoma, the Eastern Band of 
Cherokee Indians and the United 
Keetoowah Band of Cherokee 
Indians in Oklahoma. Other tribes, 
including ours, have congressional 

delegate treaty promises that are 
almost identical to the one relied 
on by the Cherokee Nation. To 
seat Cherokee Nation’s delegate 
before seating the other Cherokee 
tribes’ delegates violated the treaty 
promises made to all Cherokee 
people. Further, seating the 
Cherokee Nation delegate before 
our Delaware delegate would 
violate the promise made to us in 
the Treaty of Fort Pitt, 57 years 
before the treaty the Cherokee 
Nation relies on.

If the U.S. Congress wants to stand 
up for treaties, the first one would 
be a good place to start.

Deborah Dotson is the only woman 
to be elected twice as president of 
Delaware Nation. During Dotson’s 
terms, Delaware Nation has 
continued to move forward despite 
many challenges associated with 
COVID-19.

Continued from Page 1

Native Drum & Song Classes 
Were A Success
Story & Photos By Wesley Boone Public Relations Officer 12/15/2023

ANADARKO, OK -- Delaware 
Nation Cultural Preservation 
Department hosted Native Song 
& Dance Classes during October 
- December 2022, from 6:00 - 
8:00 PM (CST), with the class 
concluding on the evening of 
December 15, 2022, instructed by 
Michael Meeks II & Jimmy Reeder.  
 
The instructors practiced and 
sang the same song selections to 
get the group familiar with the 
music. The class provided the 
history of the songs, the etiquette 
of the drum, and some native 

teachings concerning the value 
of the drum and its significance. 
 
The goal was to teach the 
different sounds and words 
of the songs, beats, etc., to 
determine the type of song and 
dance that would be appropriate, 
i.e., round dance, traditional, 
inter-tribal, northern, grass. 
During the classes, the Cultural 
Preservation staff served various 
meals of traditional foods. 
 
Cultural Preservation would like 
to thank all those that attended and 
supported this class!

Ribbon Skirt Making Classes Conclude
Story & Photos By Wesley Boone Public Relations Officer 3/7/2023

ANADARKO, OK -- Ribbon Skirt 
Making Classes were held and 
hosted at the Cultural Preservation 
building Tuesday evenings from 
5:30 - 7:30 PM (CST), February 
21 - March 14, 2023, instructed 
by Brenda Villalba.Women 
participants arrived to learn the 
traditional skills to create their 
own beautiful ribbon skirts! Food 
& refreshments were provided 
to the class and family members 
were welcomed to arrive and 
watch. Wanìshi to all that arrived 
and participated! More photos can 
be found on the Delaware Nation 
Lenni Lenape Facebook Page.

Oklahoma Municipal League 
Hosts First Tribal Symposium
By Leslie Blair Director of Communications 2/26/2023

On Monday, January 23rd, the 
Oklahoma Municipal League 
in partnership with the Fort Sill 
Apache Tribe and the City of 
Lawton hosted the first in a series 
of meetings called Sovereignty 
and Cities, United Strength. 
OML and the municipalities 
they represent are interested in 
forming stronger relationships 
with the Tribal Nations in their 
areas. “We are committed to 
creating meaningful partnerships 
with the Tribal Nations,” said 
Mike Fina, Executive Director of 
OML. “These meetings are a way 
to bring together Tribal Nations 
and municipalities to see how 
we can better work together and 
be partners in building a better 
Oklahoma.” The event in Lawton 
included panels on Broadband and 
working together to invest federal 
dollars, Community Building 
and Economic Development. 
Southwest Tribal Leaders from 
the Apache Tribe, Caddo Nation, 
Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes, 
Comanche Nation, Delaware 
Nation, Fort Sill Apache Tribe, 
Kiowa Indian Tribe and the 
Wichita and Affiliated Tribes gave 
a State of the Nation Address. “The 
Tribal Symposium put a focus on 
what the Tribes and municipalities 
can do to work together as 

partners,” said Lori Gooday Ware, 
Chairwoman of the Fort Sill 
Apache Tribe. “By sitting down 
and talking to each other, we learn 
what we have in common and how 
we can connect on projects and 
partner with each other. “Tribal 
Nations and municipalities often 
face the same sets of challenges, 
and we wanted to provide a forum 
to discuss these issues with each 
other,” said Stan Booker, Mayor 
of Lawton. “Opening the lines of 
communication is key and will be 
what helps us move forward as a 
State.” The Symposium in Lawton 
is the first in a series of meetings that 
will occur with Tribal Nations and 
Municipalities across Oklahoma. 
For photos from Monday’s event 
and for information about future 
meetings, visit www.OML.org/
tribal. The Oklahoma Municipal 
League is the authoritative 
source for information, training, 
and resources on effective 
local government for member 
organizations and is recognized 
as the unified voice of Oklahoma 
cities and towns. Learn more at 
www.OML.org.

###

President Deborah Dotson 
attended this event!

Vice-President Candidate Statement
Trinity Guido

“He! Weli Kishku 
Delaware Nation Citizens, 
My name is Trinity Guido and I 
am running for the office of Vice-
President. I am from the Jack Harry 
and Alipahkeynah descendency 
line as well as the French family 
of our Nation. I am honored 
to come from a family full of 
multi-generational tribal leaders. 
Because of my upbringing, I am 
culturally connected and know 
our tribal governance structures. 
I was raised in the Anadarko 
community which instilled in me 
a passion for my people. My tribal 
leadership journey began in 2010 
when I was given the immense 
honor of being selected as the 
Delaware Nation Tribal Princess. 
 
Soon after, my work history 
began at our Gold River Casino, 
Casino Oklahoma, and the tribal 
complex where I worked for the 
Gaming Commission for 5 years. 
I have also served on our tribal 
leadership boards for the last 
9 years including the Election 

Committee and currently serving 
on the Citizenship Committee. 
I possess a Bachelor’s Degree from 
the University of Oklahoma in 
Public Health and Native American 
Studies. I am also on the leadership 
board for our newly founded 
Lenni Lenapexkweyok women’s 
collective group that represents all 
5 Lenape communities. We carry 
out our groups’ initiatives while 
creating lasting bonds with our 
tribal homelands. Throughout my 
life, I have served in numerous 
elected leadership roles for tribal 
and non  tribal organizations. 
I have attended many Lenape 
events and community gatherings 
in these capacities. I am a fierce 
advocate for our people and 
given the opportunity, I promise 
that I will represent our great 
Nation with honor and pride. 
  
Initiatives that I 
promise to support are: 
•    Creating more opportunities 
for our tribal youth 
•    Making our elders 

the highest priority 
•    Opportunities for more 
diverse economic development 
•    Placing Lenape culture at 
the forefront of our future. 
For these reasons, I encourage you 
to get out and vote for me on June 
17th, 2023.”
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Local Resident Gives To Children’s Health 
Foundation
Story by Ashley Berends Woodward News Staff Writer 12/3/2022

Woodward resident Willard 
Thomas generously donated 
$25,000 to Children’s Health 
Foundation.

“I am 88 years old and it would 
be worth it to be able to help 
some children. I am very proud 
to do this donation to help with 
the children’s cancer research,” 
Thomas said. “I’ve lived a full life, 
but have had some heart issues and 
I wanted to make sure this went to 
a good place before I pass.”

Children’s Health Foundation 
improves the lives of children 
through its support of research, 
education, and care in Oklahoma.

To date, Children’s Health 
Foundation has raised more than 
$155 million to support pediatric 
health care programs across the 
state and beyond.

“We are very thankful for Mr. 
Thomas’s gift of $25,000 toward 
our Pediatric Cancer Initiative,” 
said Kathy McCracken, executive 
director of Children’s Health 
Foundation. “He is joining the 
fight against pediatric cancer and 
supporting the families who are 
in the midst of a pediatric cancer 
diagnosis.

“It is our hope that other members 
of the community would join Mr. 
Thomas in the act of generosity.”

Thomas’ gift will also be matched 
by an anonymous donor. To learn 
more about CHF or to make 
a donation, please visit www.
chfkids.com/donate.

Donation Helps Mission 
Elementary Meet Their 
‘UnFundraiser’ Goal 
Story & Photos by Wesley Boone Public Relations Officer 3/6/2023
ANADARKO, OK -- On behalf 
of Delaware Nation, President 
Deborah Dotson was delighted 
to deliver a donation check for 
$4,800 to Mission Elementary, 
accepted by Principal Leah 
Bauman. The donation will grant 
Mission Elementary staff the 
funding needed to meet their 
UnFundraiser goal to provide 
a better learning experience by 
upgrading and creating more 
ways to increase student activity.  
 

We appreciate the support of our 
community partners who help 
us keep our activity account 
flourishing so that we can provide 
awards, incentives, equipment, 
and classroom materials for our 
students. You’re the best! Thank 
you, Mission Elementary’s 
Facebook page posted. 
 
Delaware Nation’s donation to 
Mission Elementary is another 
example of how the Tribe 
is United with Oklahoma! 

Woodward resident Willard Thomas recently donated $25,000 recently 
to the Children’s Health Foundation.

President Deborah Dotson with Mission Elementary School Principal 
Leah Bauman

DNI Sponsors OKCIC TURTLE 
Camp
By Aaron Johnson DNI Marketing & Communications Manager 2/1/2023

In July, DNI was honored to 
sponsor the Oklahoma City Indian 
Clinic’s (OKCIC) Teaching Urban 
Roads to Lifestyle & Exercise 
(TURTLE) camp.

Held at the Let’s Play Sports 
indoor soccer arena, kids learned 
about curbing diabetes through 
diet, exercise, and lifestyle. Over 
40 children took part in sports, 
health checks, and lessons from 
experts about wellness education.
During breaks, event volunteers 
taught kids about the Lenape 
culture and traditions including the 
Lenape creation myth. The myth 
is an ancient story of how a giant 
turtle saved the Delaware Nation 
by using its shell as refuge from 
heavy floods.

DNI gave all attendees “swag” 
bags which included a stuffed turtle 
plushy. The plushy was the most 
popular item among the kids! We 
hope all the children who joined 
left with a firm grasp of their own 
overall health and wellness.

The next TURTLE camp session is 
October 13-14 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
each day. For more info on how 
to enroll, please visit the OKCIC 
website (http://okcic.com/event/
fall-turtle-camp/2022-10-14/).

Contact: For more info, please 
contact MarCom@DNIshines.
com.

2023 General CounCil 
MeetinG inforMation will 

be announCed soon on the 
website, faCebook PaGe,
and by Mail! stay tuned. 
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Graduation Stole Request Forms 
Are Now Available!

Delaware Nation Graduation Stoles are now being offered to enrolled tribal citizens graduating in the 
year 2023. If you are a graduating High School or College senior and would like to request a Delaware 

Nation Stole, please complete the following information and provide the required documents.

Download at: delawarenation-nsn.gov!

On November 7, 2022, Oklahoma 
Human Services issued the 
following letter to ‘Our Children’s 
Garden’ director, Brenda 
Lisenbery:

“Dear Ms. Lisenbery,
Congratulations! Your 5 Star will 
become effective 1/1/2023 and 
will not expire or reduce as long 
as Star criteria continues to be 
met. You will be required to meet 
and maintain all the criteria for 5 
Star beginning 11/07/22. Your full 
annual Star review will be due by 
November 2023.”

QRIS OVERVIEW: What does this 
mean?
The Stars program is the name of 
Oklahoma’s Quality Rating and 
Improvement System (ORIS). 
Oklahoma was the first state in the 
nation to implement a statewide 
ORIS in 1998. Most states now have 
some form of a quality rating and 
improvement system. The Stars 
program is for all early care and 
education programs, including out  
of-school time programs, that are 
shaping the lives of children and 
the future of our state. Our goals 
are for every provider to grow 
professionally and be recognized 
for their accomplishments, for 
parents and the public to recognize 
and value quality practices, and 
for all of Oklahoma’s children to 
benefit from the highest quality 
early childhood experiences.

What is a Quality Rating and 
Improvement System? A ORIS is 
a method to assess, improve, and 
communicate the positive practices 

Our Children’s Garden Is
Now 5 Star!
Story by Wesley Boone Public Relations Officer 1/12/2023

in early care and education settings. 
The criteria used in ORIS are 
developed from research and what 
is universally considered quality 
care. Oklahoma’s ORIS is designed 
to help providers improve the care 
and education they provide for 
children, raise the professional 
development level of early care 
and education teachers, and 
increase parents’ awareness of the 
importance of positive practices in 
early care settings.

Child Care Services (CCS) is 
committed to providing the 
resources and incentives needed to 
increase Star levels. Please consult 
with your Licensing Specialist or 
Stars Outreach Specialist (SOS) 
to see how you can join other 
providers in improving early care 
and education in Oklahoma.

Levels of the Stars program 
certification

All programs who are on permit 
or license are automatically 
designated as a One Star program. 
The owner and primary caregiver 
must complete and submit the 
– appropriate request for Star 
certification for 2, 3, 4 and 5 
Star. In order for programs to be 
approved for a higher Star level, 
they must meet all criteria listed 
in the requested Star level as well 
as all lower levels, unless otherwise 
noted.

It’s a fact; ‘Our Children’s Garden’ is 
a top place for your child to begin 
their young education career! 
Enroll today!

ATTENTION YOUTH: The 
upcoming FY23 General Council 
theme will be Delaware Nation 
Tribal Youth Making an Impact in 
Their Communities, thus allowing 
the tribe to honor those making 
great strides on their path to success! 
We are looking for students, 
athletes, artists, church youth, 
entrepreneurs, tutors, and anyone 

Calling All Tribal Youth 
Making an Impact in Their 
Communities!
By Wesley Boone Public Relations Officer 1/26/2023

bettering their communities! Let’s 
show the modern world how we 
foster community through tribal 
traditions, economic promotion, 
moral stability, and good health! 
Email your youth’s honor to 
wboone@delawarenation-nsn.gov 
by March 31, 2023, at 5:00 PM 
(CST). Wanìshi!
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The Historic Preservation 
Department is underway with 
the digitization of artifacts 
and archives. Archivist, Billie 
Anderson, has digitized over 500 
archival files in our collection thus 
far and is now in the process of 
digitizing material objects. 

We have partnered with the 
Emerging Technologies program 
at the University of Oklahoma 
Libraries to 3D-scan cultural 
objects. This project will further 
preserve our artifacts and make 
access to our collections more 
accessible. These 3D images 
along with our digitized archival 
collection will be presented in 
interactive exhibits displayed 
in the new museum and library, 
which is set to open later this year. 

February 13-17, Historic 
Preservation Director, Carissa 
Speck represented Delaware 
Nation at the National Association 
of Tribal Historic Preservation 
Officers annual conference 
in Cherokee, North Carolina. 
The NATHPO conference is 
the only national gathering of 
Tribal, federal, state and industry 
representatives committed to 
protecting Native places (pictured 
below).

March 6-8, Director Carissa 
Speck, attended the 2023 Bridging 
the Gap conference in Quapaw, 
OK. The To Bridge A Gap Meeting 
was established to strengthen 
gove rnmen t - to -gove rnmen t 
relationships between the U.S. 
Forest Service and federally 
recognized tribal governments on 
a variety of cultural and natural 
resource management issues. The 

Updates From The Historic 
Preservation Office
Story & Photos by Carissa Speck Historic Preservation Office Director 
2/28/2023

general sessions cover topics on 
NAGPRA, NHPA, ARPA, Tribal 
Archaeology, stewardship, and 
protection of sacred places and 
natural resources. 

March 8-10, Librarian Gina 
Wooster, Archivist Billie Anderson 
and Director Carissa Speck 
attended the Oklahoma Libraries 
Association annual conference 
in Norman, Oklahoma. The 
OLA conference is designed to 
strengthen the quality of libraries, 
library services and librarian ship 
in Oklahoma. 

The Joan Subieta Memorial 
Library invites you to come in 
and browse the library or use the 
computers and printer. We have 
been very busy these last few 
months. This batch of books is 
being processed at this time: the 
Library purchased a variety of 
20 children’s; young adult; adult 
fiction & nonfiction books written 
by Oklahoma authors from The 
RoadRunner Press they are based 
in Oklahoma City, OK.  We also 
received children’s fiction & 
nonfiction books from First Book, 
we were able to purchase these 
books at a discounted rate. We have 
fiction and nonfiction books that 
can be checked out, as well as the 
Native American authors popular 
at this time (pictured above). 

The week of March 26th, Director 
Carissa Speck, THPO Katelyn 
Lucas and President Dotson will 
travel to Princeton, New Jersey 
to take part in a re-internment of 
Lenape ancestors at Princeton 
University along with our sister 
tribes, the Delaware Tribe of 
Indians and the Stockbridge-
Munsee Community. 

Delaware Nation Administration On Aging 
Hosts Elders Christmas Party
Story & Photos by Wesley Boone Public Relations Officer 12/15/2022

ANADARKO, OK -- Delaware 
Nation’s Administration on Aging 
Department hosted an Elders 
Christmas party where participants 
arrived to receive a delicious 
Holiday meal served by Tribal 
staff. Santa delivered presents to 
the guests and spread Holiday 
cheer! 60 and older elders arrived 
with cheerful smiles as they 
were greeted by Tribal President 
Deborah Dotson and staff. 
 
Wanìshi to the hard-working Tribal 
Staff and participating elders for 
making this Holiday dinner event 
a success! 

Santa Clause delivering gifts to all the elders in attendance.

Archivist Billie Anderson serving meal to elder

TCNS Coordinator Tiffany Martinez, AOA Director Wyndi Caraker, Social Services Assistant Nicole Jones, 
Archivist Billie Anderson, Per Capita Specialist Haley Williams, CHR Director Ambrea Marshall, & CHR 

Generalist Seretta Gonzales

President Deborah Dotson greeting elders as they arrived

Delaware Nation’s Santa Claus
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Department News & Services

Elders Valentines Celebration Brings 
Happiness And Love
Story & Photos by Wesley Boone Public Relations Officer 2/14/2023

ANADARKO, OK — Valentine’s 
Day is back! Loving joy filled 
the halls of the Administration 
on Aging building during a 
celebration for elders 60 and older. 
Participants arrived to sign in and 
were served a delicious Italian 
spaghetti meal with tasty treats and 
a chocolate fountain for dipping 
fruit and marshmallows. Director 
Wyndi Caraker and her team of 
Tribal coworkers catered to the 
guests then Wyndi hosted a game 
of Bingo where several winners 
hand-selected great prizes!

The Nation would like to thank the 
elders who participated, and we 
hope you had a safe and wonderful 
Valentine’s day!

View all photos at https://www.
facebook.com/media/

• Shannon Louise Keechi
• Pamela Ellen Reynolds
• Conor Riley McGeady
• Kateri Elizabeth Chesbro
• Dainty Maria Hazelwood
• Stephanie Lynn West
• Kylee Rae Giles 
• Ivan Brandon Phillips
• Danniell Christine Reynolds
• Ryan Carlyn Taylor
• Shannon Leigh Irving
• Walter Frances Mulhearn

Per Capita Announcement

• Eleanor Yvonne Pruner
• Harold Ray Rice Jr.
• Joshua Ray Stephens
• Jeremiah James Nicholson
• Jason Robert Emery
• Magen Rae McDowell
• Sara Delenn Graves
• Zackery Michael Jarnagin
• Kristofer R Zablackas
• Kerry Lee Holton
• Michael Shon Downes

LIHEAP + More Family & Social Services
Assistance Programs for

Fiscal Year 2023 are available!
View & Download the applications at:

delawarenation-nsn.gov/family-social-
services/

Delaware Nation Gift Shop is 
your official destination for tribal 
merchandise. We offer a variety 
of items, including short sleeve 
t-shirts for all adults, baseball-style 
shirts, hoodies, sweatpants, hats, 
tote bags, tribal stickers, award-
winning documentaries, and more! 
The gift shop is under the guidance 
of the Historic Preservation Office 
Department and welcomes all to 
come and browse. The gift shop is 
located in the Joan Subieta Library 
located within the Tamanend 

building of the Tribal complex, in 
Anadarko, Oklahoma but is closed 
to the public due to COVID-19. 
Please call 405-247-2448 ext. 1196 
to place your order over the phone 
and curbside service is available. 
Shipping and handling are not 
included in the pricing and will 
vary based on location. We gladly 
accept cash/money orders or credit/
debit cards, Samsung Pay and 
Apple Pay. No checks accepted.  

Delaware Nation Gift Shop

Tribal Citizens Donna & Hoel 
Rainier visited the Gift Shop from 
out-of-state on Friday, December 

2, 2022, and returned home as 
happy customers!

ATTENTION: The following Tribal Citizens need to contact Haley 
Williams, Per Capita Specialist, at 405.247.2448 ext. 1113:

MSRP Price:
More 
Than

$0.00 $2,500.00 $5,000.00 $7,500.00 $10,000.00 $12,500.00 $15,000.00 

But Less 
Than

$2,499.99 $4,999.99 $7,499.99 $9,999.99 $12,499.99 $14,999.99 OR 
MORE

2023 $27.00 $40.00 $61.00 $96.00 $122.00 $149.00 $202.00
*2022 $27.00 $35.00 $53.00 $83.00 $106.00 $130.00 $165.00
*2021 $27.00 $31.00 $46.00 $72.00 $92.00 $112.00 $143.00
*2020 $27.00 $27.00 $40.00 $62.00 $79.00 $96.00 $124.00
**2019 $27.00 $27.00 $33.00 $53.00 $67.00 $82.00 $107.00
**2018 $27.00 $27.00 $28.00 $45.00 $57.00 $69.00 $91.00
**2017 $27.00 $27.00 $27.00 $37.00 $47.00 $57.00 $77.00
***2016 $27.00 $27.00 $27.00 $31.00 $39.00 $47.00 $65.00
***2015 $27.00 $27.00 $27.00 $27.00 $31.00 $37.00 $55.00
***2014 $27.00 $27.00 $27.00 $27.00 $27.00 $27.00 $43.00
***2013 $27.00 $27.00 $27.00 $27.00 $27.00 $27.00 $34.00
Over 12 $27.00 $27.00 $27.00 $27.00 $27.00 $27.00 $27.00

New Rates Posted Below for 2023.
Just a reminder! You must have at least a 
3 to 6 month insurance policy in place to 
register or renew a vehicle.
• DELAWARE NATION TAX COMMISSION MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS
• 1% EXCISE TAX ON FACTORY DELIVERED PRICE OF ALL BRAND NEW VEHICLES

Renewal Rate when MSRP is over $15,000:
• *2nd – 4th Yr. Flat Renewal Rate of — $87.00
• **5th – 7th Yr. Flat Renewal Rate of — $77.00
• ***8th Yr. and over (Current Motor Vehicle 

Registration Rates in effect)

Other Fees:
• Duplicate Registration- 

$10.00
• Duplicate Title - $10.00
• Lost/Stolen Tag - $10.00
• Lost/Stolen Decal  - $5.00
• Transfer Title - $10.00
• Lien Entry  - $10.00  
• Notary Fee - $0.00 (Tribal 

member)

*As of APRIL 1, 2010, the penalty for late fees after 
the 30 day grace period will be $1.00 per day.

• Returned Check Fee - $35.00
• Personalized Tag  - $22.00
• Transfer Personal Tag  - 

$10.00
• Farm Tag  - $27.00
• Motorcycle Tag  - $27.00
• Active Military  - 1/2 

REGISTRATION
• Mobile Homes  - 1/2 

REGISTRATION

• Travel Trailers  - 1/2 
REGISTRATION

• Veteran Tag  - 1/2 
REGISTRATION

• Handicap Tag  - 1/2 
REGISTRATION

• Commercial Tag  - 1/2 
REGISTRATION

• Mail Fee for New Tag  - $5.95
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Culture & Community

Tribal Youth Signs To Play Football For 
Southwestern College
Story & Photos By Wesley Boone Public Relations Officer 2/1/2023

Anadarko, OK — After a week 
of nasty winter weather and more 
on the way, a scholarship signing 
ceremony was held at the foyer 
within Anadarko High School to 
honor tribal citizen and senior, 

Brayden Lemos. Family, faculty, 
and friends joined to witness 
Brayden sign a football scholarship 
to play for Southwestern College 
in Winfield, KS. Brayden is eager 
to take his football career to the 

next level and was very grateful 
for everyone’s support. He 
supports his tribe and honors his 
Native traditions. From the Nation 
to you, Brayden, Good luck with 
your football career!

ANADARKO, OK — A recent 
front line hero story got me 
thinking of how well and proactive 
the local township, community, 
and fire departments have been 
during these uncertain times. 
Today, we recognize the 25 
years of service Tribal Citizen 
Eric Lopez has completed as a 
volunteer firefighter and chief for 
New Hope Fire Department.

Under Chief Eric Lopez’s 
guidance, his volunteer firefighters 
did many proactive things to help 
keep the staff and residents safe 
and healthy. Residents, from what 
I have seen, are super grateful for 
New Hope’s volunteer firefighter 
department. I, among many others, 
wanted to say thank you for being 
there! Oklahoma can be a busy 
region to maintain, especially 
during the dry phases of each 
season.

Eric started as a volunteer 
firefighter for New Hope in 1997 
and remained by their side until 
his recent retirement in December 

Tribal Spotlight: New Hope Fire 
Department Chief Eric Lopez
Story & Photos by Wesley Boone Public Relations Officer 2/22/2023

2022, a proud moment for New 
Hope Fire Department as they were 
led by dedication, professionalism, 
and determination in an uncertain 
time to deliver an outstanding 
service to all of the residents 
of Caddo, Comanche, and 
surrounding counties.

Eric has been a fire chief for nearly 
eleven years and enjoys working 
with others. His leadership helped 
train many volunteer firefighters 
toward their successful futures. 
Eric mentioned that he enjoyed 
working with the surrounding fire 
departments and appreciates all 
their hard work. Oklahoma is safer 
when great men and women step 
up to the front lines.

Eric’s efforts helped keep 
surrounding fire departments and 
the residents safe. A job that can 
prove to be quite difficult.

To New Hope’s fire chief of 25 
years, we congratulate Eric for 
his services and thank him for his 
bravery. Wanìshi!

Tribal Citizen Barton Cartwright Portrait 
Artwork To Be Hung In The Borough Hall Of 
Somerville New Jersey
Story & Photos By Wesley Boone Public Relations Officer 2/1/2023

YARDLEY, PA — Tribal Citizen 
Barton Standing Elk Cartwright 
Sr. is once again making strides 
in spreading Delaware Nation’s 
culture and awareness to the 
Northeast region of the Country. 

Artist John Guarneri has been 
commissioned to colorize a 
portrait of Mr. Cartwright Sr. 
drawn by Harold Willard, a native 
veteran who served in the Navy, 
that will be displayed on the wall 
of the Borough Hall of Somerville, 
New Jersey.

At the time the portrait was taken, 
it was a Celebration Dance for 
Native American Heritage Month 
during the first week of November 
5th, 2022. Bart’s attendance at the 
Celebration Dance was to promote 
awareness of the Indigenous 
people and let the public know, 
“WE ARE STILL HERE!”

Mr. Cartwright Sr. stated that his 
portrait being artistically portrayed 
was humbling. His illustration 
will portray Lenape culture once 
it is completed and displayed on 
the Wall of the Borough Hall of 

Somerville, NJ. Barton is grateful 
for the opportunity to represent 
this great Nation through tradition 
and to spread the history of 
Lenapehoking.

Barton Cartwright Sr. resides 
along the Delaware River across 
from Trenton, New Jersey, in 
Yardley, Pennsylvania; The 
Lenape ancestral homelands.

Wanìshi for the incredible 
contributions Mr. Cartwright Sr. 
has made to establishing Lenape 
cultural awareness!
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Elders Birthdays Age 60 & Over
- April | May | June 2023

04/01 Pruner, Russell Aaron
04/01 Hawpe, Ricky Gene
04/03 Crabb, Carolyn Sue Roles
04/04 Pewenofkit, Juanita Joan
04/05 Sargent, John Frederick
04/06 Stone, Eugena Sue
04/07 Cooley, Sharon Dianne
04/07 Griffith, Faye Hinkle
04/08 Poolaw, Linda Sue
04/09 McLane III, Jackson
04/09 Cadiz, Mary Rose
04/10 Gonzales, Donald Ernest
04/14 Longhorn, Donna Lee
04/15 Hendricks, Tina Louise
04/15 Ahpeahtone, Sharon Ruth
04/15 Exendine, Joe Mike
04/17 Lopez, Molly Ann
04/18 McCarthy, Vincent Michael
04/19 Brawley Jr., Robert Bruce
04/20 Fleder, Michael P
04/22 Reynolds, Susan Diane
04/22 Linn, Loretta Vera
04/24 Holton, Helen Elizabeth
04/24 Kopfinger, Linda Joyce
04/25 Jackson, Elijah James
04/26 Collins, Lynn Ellen
04/28 Van Deman, Charles Emory
04/28 Feexico, Jerry Wayne
05/04 Watkins, James Michael
05/04 Blanchard, Lisa Diane
05/05 Snake, Lawrence Frank
05/06 Janes, Gregory Joe
05/06 Logan, Kimberly Ann
05/11 Beaver, Michael Allen
05/11 Harry, Donald Ray
05/12 Shipley, Robert Gene
05/12 Hibbert, David Ray
05/13 Johnson, Towana Larraine
05/16 Abraham, Lowanda Gayle

05/17 Taylor, Jerry Don
05/18 Schoenmaker, Patricia Ann
05/23 Parton, Denny Ray
05/24 Molina, Alfred Richard
05/25 Rice, Mary D.
05/26 Nixon, Barbara Ann
05/27 Keechi, Gene
05/27 Marino, Bret Michael
05/28 Kopfinger Jr., Carl Robert
05/29 Pruner, Andrea Jeanne
05/30 Phillips, Ronnie Joe
05/30 Bennett, Judith Ann
05/31 Harry, Gary Wayne
06/04 Green, Stephani Lynn
06/05 Washburn, Dolores
06/05 Lopez, Jon Al
06/07 Wigglesworth, Carolyn Sue
06/08 Halfmoon, Victor Mark
06/08 Nordyke, Linda Dianne
06/08 Cobb Jr., Clinton Wayne
06/09 Carter, Sandra Dale
06/10 Berru, Anita Louise
06/11 Sullivan, Elaine
06/13 Kopfinger Sr., Michael James
06/16 Pruner, David Randall
06/18 Pruner, Ronald Mark
06/18 Rainier, Donna Eugenia
06/19 Garrison, Robin Melinda
06/20 Ramirez, Shirley Ann
06/21 Luper Jr., Jesse Leon
06/21 Lopez, James
06/23 Beaver Sr., Robert Charles
06/23 Harms, Paula June
06/24 Moore, Jonathan Wayne
06/26 Gonzales, William Robert
06/26 Smith, Troy
06/28 Janes, Steven Ray
06/28 Sebert, Sharon Larue

PESHKUN -
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To request the Administration on Aging menu please call (405) 247-2448 ext 1116.
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View upcoming court dockets 
at: delawarenation-nsn.gov

DELAWARE NATION COURT

ANADARKO, OK -- There aren’t 
many opportunities to spend quality 
time with tribal citizens, and I was 
honored to meet Alfred Richard 
Molina, a descendant of Black 
Beaver! “Richard” is a pastor, 
Vietnam veteran of two tours, 
respiratory therapist, entrepreneur, 
and property owner dedicated to 
serving Native Americans through 
service and precision production 
occupations. His wife, Trudy 
Molina (Potawatomi), shares the 
same passion. She has spent many 
years in special education and 
loves serving others. Together, 
they are planning to open a food 
& clothing pantry to serve the 
community!

By the grace and wisdom of God, 
Richard became inspired by the 
Holy Spirit to start a medical 
supplies company with Mrs. 
Molina that would operate out of 
Anadarko and deliver essential 
health equipment to Native 
Americans in the surrounding 
counties. The company’s name is 
Black Beaver Medical Supply. 

Mr. & Mrs. Molina have a vision 
for their community. It’s a federal 
fact that Anadarko and the greater 
Caddo County area is labeled a 
persistent poverty county region 
and a health professional shortage 
location. The couple felt that 
something was missing. The lack 
of convenient, simple access to 
healthcare equipment affects the 
health of a community. It directly 
impacts the well-being of it’s 
residents.

The couple’s mission is to help 
the community achieve healthier 
lives by filling the healthcare 

Introducing Black Beaver 
Medical Supply
By Wesley Boone Public Relations Officer 2/23/2023

gap in their area. Their vision is 
affordable healthcare equipment 
delivered to the patient so Native 
Americans can live better and 
healthier. The goal is to take his 
business operating experience 
and apply it towards selling 
medical equipment and supplies, 
as well as managing healthcare 
organizations. Black Beaver 
Medical Company would provide 
an easy way for patients, residents, 
families, and organizations to 
purchase high quality medical 
equipment and supplies from 
leading manufacturers.

Anadarko and Caddo County have 
largely rural populations.

Customer excellence has always 
been a top priority, and it always 
will be, according to Mr. Molina. 
His mission to be better, faster, 
and smarter, will be fulfilled by the 
best people he can find who want 
to drive that vision forward.

His company will be a part 
of a network  of healthcare 
organizations capable of handling 
nearly any need in the industry. 
Whether for your Native American 
family members, patients, 
residents, or yourself - Black 
Beaver Medical Company can 
help!

The Nation is honored to 
recognize Mr. Molina’s upcoming 
company and will promote it, 
so that Native people can live 
healthier and happier lives! 
Additional information regarding 
employment opportunities and an 
official ribbon cutting ceremony 
will be provided soon. Operations 
are planned to begin in late June to 
early July 2023. Stay tuned!  

OFFICE CLOSURES
Delaware Nation offices will be closed:

• St. Tammany Day Monday, May 1, 2023
• Memorial Day Monday, May 29, 2023

• Independence Day Tuesday, July 4, 2023

Below is a list of phone numbers in case of 
emergencies

Social Services: 405-247-2448 ext.1151
Housing: 405-480-2220

Voc Rehab OKC: 405-632-3749
Voc Rehab Anadarko: 405-247-5873

CHR: 405-247-2448 ext.1118

Providing Priority Home Medical Equipment To Serve Quality 
Durable Medical Equipment & Supplies To Native American Patients, 
Residents, Families, & Facilities All Over Anadarko & Surrounding 
Counties. 
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Additional Information

"Kill the Indian, Save the Man!" 
That is the goal of the Dawes 
Commission, a federal agency. 
The Commission was charged with 
destroying the Muscogee-Creek 
Nation by allotting communally 
owned tribal lands to individual 
members. A common trend in 
1920s Oklahoma.
 
Sam Davis is the roguish 
protagonist that brokers real estate 
between Creeks and land-hungry 
white men. Assimilation makes for 
good business, right? Oil strikes 
and brings thousands of for-
tune-seeking white men to Tulsa. 
Sam's commissions soar against 
cascading reports of missing and 
murdered Creeks.
 
When Sam's asked to find Millie 
Neharky, a missing Creek girl, he 
meets Zitkala, a beautiful Lakota-
Creek activist from the Indian 
Rights Association. Determined 
to protect the Creeks, Zitkala 
investigated stories of graft and 
murder. Sam and Zitkala discover 
a grand conspiracy to steal Creek 
allotments in the Glenpool. It is the 
world's largest reservoir of oil. The 
trail leads to Tulsa City Hall and 
powerful mayor John Simmons. 
The mayor has a grand vision of 
creating The Magic City.
 

Sam is unwittingly but deeply 
entangled in the conspiracy as 
he descends deeper into the 
darkness of the web of deceit, the 
luminosity of his Native identity 
increases. Sam and Zitkala carry 
on a passionate and tempestuous 
love affair as they struggle to 
defeat Mayor Simmons and 
his oil baron cronies. In Millie, 
Zitkala must confront a tragic 
secret from her past while Sam 
grapples with the clarion call of 
his Creek culture.
 
The author, J.D. Colbert, has 
been a columnist for several 
Indigenous publications, 
including, The Hownikan 
(Citizen Potawatomi Nation), 
The Chickasaw Times 
(Chickasaw Nation), and Native 
Oklahoma Magazine. He has 
written many op/eds and has 
contributed numerous articles 
to many publications. Before 
devoting himself full-time 
to writing, Mr. Colbert had 
a long and successful career 
in the banking and finance 
industry, where he specialized 
in providing banking services to 
Native American tribes and tribal 
members. He lives in Tulsa, OK.
 
Purchase his book at Amazon, 
Walmart, and Barnes & Noble, or 
check with your local bookseller.

Book Press Release - Between 
Two Fires: The Creek Murders 
and the Birth of the Oil Capital 
of the World
Historical Fiction Thriller By J.D. Colbert (Chickasaw/Cherokee/
Muscogee-Creek/Potawatomi)

DNI Emerging Technologies, a Delaware Nation 
Investments company, receives NOAA/NSSL 
IDIQ contract
By Aaron Johnson DNI Marketing & Communications Manager 12/20/2022

Oklahoma City, December 20, 2022 
– DNI Emerging Technologies, 
headquartered in Oklahoma, is 
excited to announce they have 
been awarded a prime contractor 
role under the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA)/National Severe Storms 
Laboratory (NSSL) IDIQ  contract 
in Norman, Oklahoma.

DNI Emerging Technologies 
is pleased to begin supporting 
this contract with a task order to 
provide Information Technology 
(IT) Support Services. “We are 
extremely proud to support the 

NOAA/NSSL mission to serve the 
nation by working to improve the 
lead time and accuracy of severe 
weather warnings and forecasts 
to save lives and reduce property 
damage.” said Paula Brown, CEO 
of DNI. “We are excited to begin 
our working relationship with 
NOAA/NSSL, especially right 
here in the state of Oklahoma.”

DNI Emerging Technologies is 
a subsidiary of Delaware Nation 
Investments (DNI) providing a 
range of services to commercial 
and federal agencies located 
throughout the United States.

About Delaware Nation 
Investments: Delaware Nation 
Investments is wholly owned by 
the Delaware Nation, operating 
with a Shared Services Business 
Model which provides the 
corporate reach-back and proven 
management that allows them to 
leverage best practices across their 
business portfolio.

Contact: For more information, 
please contact the Marketing and 
Communications Department at 
MarCom@DNIshines.com 

First Contract with the Agency Creates Opportunity in Oklahoma

DNI Awarded Oklahoma’s Top Small Business 
by The Oklahoman
By Aaron Johnson DNI Marketing & Communications Manager 12/12/2022

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
(December 12, 2022) – DNI is 
proud to announce that they were 
recently named the number one 
top workplace out of 47 small 
businesses in Oklahoma by The 
Oklahoman.

We could not have done this 
without our dedicated employees 
who emulate our SHINES 
cultural values daily: Selflessness, 
Humility, Integrity, Native Pride, 
Entrepreneurship, and Servant 
hood. It’s not just an acronym; 
it’s a mentality! By bringing 
the SHINES values into every 
interaction with our team members, 

customers, clients, and partners, 
we know that our dedication to 
serving will SHINE through.

These awards further prove the 
efficacy of DNI’s company culture. 
Many companies can talk the talk, 
but we won because we walk the 
walk. This would not have been 
possible without our many talented 
employees.

Please consider following DNI on 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and 
Linked In to stay updated on all 
things DNI! 
ABOUT DNI: DNI is wholly 

owned by the Delaware Nation, 
North America’s oldest Indigenous 
Nation. DNI operates with a 
Shared Services Business Model 
with the corporate reach-back and 
proven management that allows 
them to leverage best practices 
across each contract.

Contact: For more information, 
please contact the Marketing and 
Communications Department, at 
MarCom@DNIshines.com

Career Opportunities at: 
delawarenation-nsn.gov

ANADARKO, OK — Native 
American Choctaw artist DG 
Smalling  honors Delaware Nation 
once again through his incredible 
fine art skills with an illustration 
of the Wolf featured in the design 
of Coaquannock in acrylic. The 
top right-hand corner of the map’s 
border is where you can find 
the Wolf design that filled Mr. 
Smalling with artistic inspiration. 
DG and his business colleagues 
collaborated to digitize the historic 
map into a vector format so that 
every detail can be manipulated, 
scaled, or reproduced. This 
allows the Nation to use elements 
from Coaquannock for cultural 
marketing and awareness. These 
graphics could even be used in the 
gaming industry to create visuals 
for the Tribe’s casinos! Imagine 
seeing an incredibly detailed turtle, 
like the one in Coaquannock, 
scaled 100 times on a wall with 
bright colors. A fascinating vision 
can be conceived from the thought 
of the historic artifacts Delaware 
Nation obtains and that is what 
artist DG Smalling portrayed at 
the meeting with the Executive 
Committee.

Choctaw Artist Honors Delaware Nation Once 
Again
Story & Photos by Wesley Boone Public Relations Officer 2/28/2023

Mr. Smalling’s contribution to the 
Nation is an invaluable display of 
cultural awareness! It honors the 
tribe by illustrating visuals that 
were created by those residing here 
long before us.

Coaquannock is a visual 
representation of the Lenape 

homelands, confirming its 
existence. Every piece of artwork 
crafted by inspiration of Lenape 
historical artifacts is another way 
of saying they were here long 
before the arrival of the Europeans.

Wanìshi, DG!


